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I-often see pear.orchards when |

[ walk or drive around Kotoura. |
wondered how the pears go from
the orchards to the grocery stores.
Happily, | was,able to tour the
Tohaku Pear Processing Center.in
September.

It-was. very interesting. The pears
are sorted by-Size, shape,-and
sweetness. A very fast machine can
“sense” the pears’ sweethess. 'was
amazed! The best-pears are sold
for about ¥4,000 for 6 pears. Pears
with blemishes-are made into juice.

Even though Tottori’s pears.are
delicious, | do miss eating.pears in
America. American pears are sweet,
and softer than Japanese pears. My
family usually eats them raw. If you
go to America in fall, you should try &
American pears!
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