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Through a Glass, Darkly

Halloween is a holiday I look forward to every
year, and I often plan my costume and various
Halloween events months in advance. This year, I
had difficulty choosing a costume. You see, certain
Halloween costumes have become the subject of
controversy in recent years. The problem is one
of cultural misappropriation-in this particular case,
designing costumes that reduce a foreign culture
or minority group to visual stereotypes, allowing
the wearer to play at exoticism without suffering
the hardships that those groups often experience.
Costumes patterned after religious figures, aboriginal
peoples and ethnic minorities-designs which in the
past were considered harmless gags-are now met
with widespread disapproval. The over-simplified
cultural coding of these costumes entrenches existing
prejudices and widens the divide between us and
them-that most toxic of all mentalities. If we tolerate
cultural misappropriation, we will only ever see
others through the dimmest of lenses. We cannot
forge a true multicultural society if we do not show
respect for the culture and lifestyle of every member.
When we come across a harmful stereotype of a
minority or foreign culture-not just on Halloween-it

1s our responsibility to speak out on behalf of those
whose voices are not so easily heard.
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