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Northwest Passage

In the nineteenth and twentieth century, there
was great interest amongst explorers in Canada
and other nations to map the Northwest Passage,
a potentially lucrative trade route that stretches
through the Arctic Ocean across Canada’s north.
Countless men ventured to explore the route,
only to find their ships devoured by the savage,
relentless Arctic. Those who survived were often
misdirected or otherwise forced to abandon their
quest. Some of the most striking paintings of these
expeditions depict ships crushed between the
rigid bones of Canada's northern ice and, in the
distance, lifeboats heading homeward with stories
of the journey. Some may consider these paintings
tragic, but I believe they are victorious. Consider
how we are all like those explorers; we set out In
our youth for the grand treasures of the unknown,
but however many riches we find, the greatest
remains in wait for us where our journey began: I
speak, of course, of our family and friends. As we
reflect on our lives and homeward journeys this
Obon season, let us remember the ruling principle
of exploration: no matter the ambitions we pursue,
let the chase never prevent us from making
passage home again.
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