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Speaking of Dolls

Amidst the grim skies and pale fields of early March,
the ornate dolls set upon red dais during Japan's Doll
Festival must arrest even the most listless eye.
The history of the event is as colorful as the effigies
themselves; indeed, the festival has permutated over the
centuries to suit the needs and tastes of a given region.
One quality in particular endures: its strong association
with hope for the health and well-being of girls. This
positive, celebratory message stands in stark contrast
to the historical treatment of girls and women alike in
countries around the world. Despite promising advances
in the protracted battle for the right of women to enjoy
the same freedoms as men, there are still those who
would resist and sabotage such efforts. May we never
tolerate these vocal few, for our combined voices are
the greater force for change, if only we would speak.
As the festival draws to a close and we stow our dolls
for the next year, we must not also secret away their
message. Let us every day proclaim our respect and
hope for the well-being of all women. May we go still
further and prove our words with action, that we might
create a world where we have no further need of such
hope beyond annual tradition.
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