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From Ryan Marshall
XSDATPY X —=I% )b
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Aerial Photography

A certain aerial photograph taken on September
1st, 2004 shows the newly-christened Kotoura
from the coast to the sinewy mountains that
rise up over the rice fields. Piercing through the
familiar townscape is the path cleared for the
construction of the San’ in Expressway. Though
the road itself had not been completed at the time
the photograph was taken, its future trajectory is
unmistakable. This makes for a peculiar memorial,
capturing the present and future all at once.

Consider the moments we memorialize: births,
graduations, weddings. Are these not aerial
photographs of our lives? We see ourselves not
only as we are in the moment but also as we will
be, substituting broken ground for dedications,
diplomas, wedding bands. With each click of the
shutter, we appear as a blur of immediacy and
potential; the fullness of our lives appears only
dimly. Let us never say we are past our prime!
Broken ground lies before us always, if we would

only look from above.
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