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The Winter Holidays

“What do you usually do on Christmas? Do you
eat cake? Do you eat fried chicken? Do you have
a party?” These were the questions I asked the
students at Urayasu Elementary School. Many
said “Yes.” When I asked, “Do you have a family
dinner?”, however, most said “No”. This surprised
me. In America, the winter holidays (Thanks-giving,
Christmas, and New Year's) are times to eat good
food, but they are also times to visit family. For
many Americans, this means driving, often hundreds
of kilometers, to be with family. The other day was
Thanks-giving. While I couldn’t visit my family or
friends for Thanks-giving this year, I am reminded to
be thankful for the friends I have made here in Japan,

and of the short time until I can see my family again.
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