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Celebrating Fall )

On October 16th, my husband and I were able to
celebrate Aki Matsuri in Kotoura. In America, we
celebrate Halloween and Thanksgiving in fall, and this
festival reminded us of both holidays. In the morning,
we gathered with others at the community building.
Everyone talked and ate until it was time to put on our
GeGeGe no Kitaro costumes. My husband dressed up
as Nurikabe, and I wore a witch costume. We walked
all around Akasaki pulling a model of Medama-Oyaji
and singing. We loved seeing groups from other areas
of Kotoura walking with their own decorations and
greeted them whenever we met on the road. It was
incredible to see how hard everyone worked to make
amazing models of characters and pull them through
the streets to bring joy to others. My husband and
I enjoyed being part of this Japanese tradition and
getting to know the members of our community!
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