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No Laughing Matter

In North America, comedians are enjoying more
mainstream success than ever before. Popular
comedians have starred in television and film
in addition to their traditional performances. In
stand-up comedy, there is traditional humor and
black humor-jokes about discrimination and other
serious topics. Recently, black humor has been
criticized by an increasing number of people. Still
others argue that political correctness is ruining
comedy. I believe both groups have an imperfect
understanding of the nature of black comedy.
Discrimination has always been a shameful part
of the human condition and we often say nothing
about it. Without open discussion, nothing can be
done to reverse the damage that prejudice and
ignorance cause. One of the principal functions of
black comedy is to provoke in us awareness and
response; we are either impassioned to action by
our disapproval or condemned to see our own
darkness in our laughter. Instead of protesting
on either side of the issue, we would be much
better served by using it as a platform to examine
ourselves for any prejudices we might hold.
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