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A House Called Tradition

The year’'s most important holidays spring
from winter's snowy heart. More than dates on
a calendar, traditions are the bones that define
these special occasions. Surely, we all have
family customs that give these events personal
significance. In our progress towards the holidays,
we look forward to reenacting these familial
rites; the comforting warmth of memories lived
again, refreshing us for the year ahead. But what
becomes of traditions in the wake of circumstance
and tragedy? Life changes can cast a pall over our
traditions, sometimes rendering them impossible
to carry out. Do we then mourn the end of old
traditions, doubling our loss with the forfeit of
the present occasion? We need not, for Tradition
is a house with many rooms; we may annex new
chambers when warmth has left the old. Whether
we choose a room familiar or strange, it matters
not; only that we welcome family and friends to
gather by the glow of the new hearth. Whatever
traditions you celebrate this holiday season, may
they bring you and yours lasting comfort and
cheer.
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