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American Christmas,
Japanese New Year"

Winter vacation is now over and 2015 is here. Even
though the holiday season is a very important time
for families in America, I stayed with my flancée
in Kofu-cho. During the break I visited Tottori
s Hanakairo to see the much talked about Winter
Illuminations and they didn’ t disappoint. It was
really cold and even started to rain a bit but I
managed to take a lot of pictures. Christmas is
definitely a special time of the year and the two
of us celebrated it in the usual fashion with a
Christmas tree, presents, and of course Christmas
movies. Being with loved ones is the most
important part, but gift giving is a custom that has
been a part of Christmas my whole life. I love to
give gifts more than receiving them because it
s fun to surprise someone with something they
really wanted. We don’ t have many New Year’
s traditions so we celebrated in the Japanese way.
We went to a shrine in Kofu-cho, returned our old
Daruma, bought a new one, and prayed for a great
year to come.
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