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From Ryan Marshall
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Borrowed Things

Possessions are curious things. We accumulate
books, furniture, electronics, and countless
knickknacks over the course of our lives. Some
stay with us for a brief time, while others stay
with us our entire lives. We invest our memories
into our possessions; think of the burn mark of
an iron left too long on the ironing board, or the
frayed dress of a childhood doll.

Of course, we must all part ways with our
belongings in time; they are, in effect, borrowed
things. It is for this reason that I find the recycle
shop such a fascinating experience. Every item is
steeped with the memories of other people. We
might never meet these people, yet recycle shops
allow us to adopt a very intimate part of their
lives. When I wander the aisles, I imagine the
previous owner. What was their motivation for
buying this item? How long was it a part of their
lives? Why did they choose to let it go?

When we come across something we like, does
it not feel in some small way like a gift from a
friend? It's as if we ve connected with someone,
perhaps close by, sharing the same lifestyles and
dreams as we do. Indeed, the items in recycle
shops often come with histories. We add to that
history by bringing these items into our homes
and creating new memories with them. Let us
be thankful for borrowed things and connections
with others, however small; when the time comes,
may we too share fragments of ourselves with the
world.
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