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The 12 Zodiac Animals

This year is the year of the dragon, and of
course everyone here in Japan knows that.
Everywhere you go there are dragon statues and
decorations for the New Year. Here the year of the
dragon starts on January first. When I was talking
to my mother the other day, I told her about going
to get a new dragon statue for the New Year. She
was very confused. Back in America not everyone
knows about the twelve zodiac animals. Many
Japanese, Korean, and Chinese people follow them.
In America it is usually thought to be only a part
of Chinese culture and the New Year starts in late
January or early February.

The first time I learned of the 12 zodiac animals
I was in elementary school. My father had taken
me to a Chinese restaurant. On the table was a
placemat with lots of animals and a horoscope
next to each one. My father explained to me that
depending on what year you were born you had
a different animal sign. I am a horse. That was
all I knew about them for many years. When we
arrived here three years ago I started following
the changing years more closely and have started
my own collection of zodiac statues to display.

What animal are you?
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