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What's in a Name?

Some Japanese friends are expecting a baby
boy. They are trying to decide on a name. The
mother-to-be told me about the difficulty. “It's so
She said,
to be a good name, but the kanji meaning and
She told me:

“American parents are lucky. Picking English

complicated!” “Not only does it have

number of strokes matter tool”

names must be easier.”

Actually, parents in America have a lot to think
about when choosing a name. English doesn't use
kanji, but spelling is important and each name has
a meaning. English names usually originated as
words in older languages such as Greek or Latin,
and changed over time. Many Western children
also have middle names. The parents must choose
two names that work together.

For example, my name is Ellen. It comes from
the Greek word ‘ele’ meaning ‘light’ or ‘shining. My
middle name is ‘Marie', a form of the biblical name

‘Mary which means ‘star of the sea. So ‘Ellen
Marie’ means ‘shining star of the sea’. All of this is
added to my surname Knuth' (probably of Danish
origin).

No matter what country or language, names
are important. Each is carefully thought about
and chosen. So next time you meet someone, pay
attention to their name. It was a lot of work!
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