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While I' m Away

After my maternity leave I returned to work. I
was excited to see my students and fellow teachers
again, but also worried and sad to be leaving my
baby all day. In the U.S we don t have state care
places. Instead, we can have relatives look after
the baby, we can bring the baby to a home daycare
(daycare in a person s home), or we can bring them
to a larger daycare company similar to private
hoikuen. I went to a hoikuen style day care and my
brother went to a home daycare. I was surprised
and relieved to find how wonderful hoikuen here
really is.

I was happy to find a smaller class size, cloth
diapers, and more parental involvement. In America,
parents have to search to find a good place. Class
sizes, even for babies, can be large. In many places
daycares are not allowed to use cloth diapers, and
many home daycares don’ t know how to use them.
I was very happy to find that Wesley could continue
to use cloth at hoikuen. Lastly, in Japan, parents pick
up and drop off their kids and can also participate in
activities and help clean the schooll

Every morning I drop Wesley off at school with his
wonderful and caring teachers, and every morning
he smiles as I leave. I know he s happy and well

taken care of while I' m away.
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