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From Ellen Knuth
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The Meaning of February

EWDEELNBEDEKCD Out of all the months of the year, February has
WT. WDDODOEREHFH never been my favorite. In general, it is the coldest
BLELE., 2BIRELTRTISELCZRY » "YEUD month of the year, with short days that are dark and
REFCL>TCO—VDEBZNZS5NEREDBD snowy.

DEDOTLE. ZOEECREE. 2085 [B6) However, I recently discovered several facts

CNSEHEAETETHS [februum] —LNS ST about the meaning of the word ‘February’ thatl

Bl o>TRBDTELE. COBEeDTEESE.
BEISHICEESN SFebrua (HIEHWLMDEY)) &
WSaRD—voRMcl =,

think are very interesting. February was one of the
last months added to the Roman calendar by
emperor Numa Pompilius in 713 BC. At that time, he
named the month after the Latin word ‘februum’ ,a

FebruaDR# L [BFARIR] CRMEBHFAT word which means ‘purification” . The reason
WdEDTT, TDORDILBIZ. AXIEKDAIFR behind this was the ancient Roman festival of Februa
ZiRfE L. IKEETBWNLLHEKULNREL TENS&®E which was held every year on the 15th.
HTVNFLE, Z20OLEDICL T ALId—EBEED The Februa festival was what we would call
CIEBHE NS E BT SEDRTRCES LB, ‘spring cleaning’ . On the 15th day, everyone would
CoO—BARERRZ. Z0BRMI138H5 15812400 clean their houses and belongings, ‘purifying’

them with a vigorous washing of water and salt. In

DI H— U PREFENDARERLEHRY D&
PEE5NFLE. Februa®ESIC. AR TR

FiseeRiRL. BECBVLVEMERHSEH happened in the middle of a larger festival called
E3BEDIL NIV D= U PREGNELE. CDED Lupercalia which took place on the 13th-15th of the

this way, they prepared for the coming of the
warmer, sunnier spring season. This one-day cleaning

LT, ERD—CAFBEDEXRCEZ TWNEDT month. For Februa, people cleaned their material
g, belongings, but the three-day Lupercalia was

TIFHE. BLOESEEEB NG 2 TTH, celebrated to drive away evil ghosts and ‘purify’
ELdBEVDEBTESEVNDZEEBIZ AN THL the city. In this way, the ancient Romans prepared
TLES | oS TR DG4 B R EZ LGS for spring.

AN BESHBEF L T<NBTL 43555, i So, even though it’ s cold and dark right now,

EBLENWCL TEDEIRICEZ THLNETE
BANTLEDH?

remember: spring is only a month away | Soon the
sun and flowers will be making the world a beautiful
green place, so shouldn’ t we be clean and ready, too?
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