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From Ellen Knuth
X/SILY - AR—2
SRFPEE 2 RIBPEWEEEGE)

"Tis the Season

Christmas time has come again! In America,
amidst the falling snow and dropping temperatures,
everyone is preparing. Christmas preparations in
my family are very predictable. Forty days before
the holiday, we display our Advent decorations:
pictures, statues, and hangings that remind us of the
coming celebration. We start to bake Christmas
cookies and cakes, we need a lot! We begin to shop
for presents, trying to get the perfect gift for
everyone on our list. One week before, bring out the
Christmas decorations: the tree, the lights, the
stockings. Soon the house is sparkling!

My favorite tradition is one that is not so
common: caroling. Many years ago, caroling was
very popular, both in Europe and the United States,
but many people don’ t do it anymore. Caroling is
easy, all you need is a group of friends, and your
neighborhood. On a winter night, your group walks
from house to house. At each house the group stops
and rings the bell. When the family answers the
door, everyone in the group begins to sing a
Christmas song, or  ‘carol’ . Once the song is
finished, you walk to the next house and repeat. The
family doesn’ t know the carolers are coming, and
the carolers don’ t receive anything for the song.
After caroling, everyone returns to their house for
hot drinks and treats (remember all those cookies?).
I 'love caroling, you get to spend time with the
people close to you and it s a beautiful way to
spread the Christmas spirit. Though I won’ t carol
in Kotoura this year (my neighbors might be VERY
surprised), I will use this column to accomplish the
same goal.

Merry Christmas everyone!
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