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From Ellen Knuth hé
X/SILY » AR—2
RRHE  AE (RIBIS R SEEG)

Before the Storm

As | write this article, there is a rain storm
happening outside my apartment. | can hear the
rain falling on the rooftop. This continues until,
every few minutes---.BOOM, the sound of thunder
fills the room.

I love thunder and lightning. Asa child, my
family and | used to take our dinner out to our porch
and sit safely under the awning while the storms
raged around us. My father loves to study weather.
He would hold my sister and | on his lap and
explain how the storm was developing. We counted
the seconds between a lightning flash and the
following thunder to calculate how many miles
away the heart of the storm was. Meanwhile, my
mother would make cups of hot chocolate for us to
drink and popcorn to eat. It was better than going
to the movies. She would smile as we flinched after
loud thunder. “Don’ tworry girls. That sound is
the angels up in heaven, bowling.”

One day, there was a thunder storm while |
was at Tohaku JHS. | ran outside to watch the rain
and lightning, while, simultaneously everyone else
ran inside. Every time there was a boom of thunder
I could hear screams from every floor of the school,
including the teacher” s room. | was shocked, didn’
t anyone LIKE thunderstorms? | asked a teacher.
“You have to hide your belly button!” He replied.
But---why? Thanks to the internet, | learned that
Raiju likes to sleep there. No one wants Raijin to
wake up Raiju with a fire arrow when he is sleeping
in their belly button!

Native Americans believe that thunder and
lightning are the flapping wings and flashing eyes
of a thunderbird as he delivers messages for the
gods. In Norse myth, King Thor is master of
thunder and lightning. Every culture has thunder
stories.

So next time you hear the thunder and see the
lightning, protect your belly button! But remember,
maybe it’s a thunderbird delivering messages, or
angels bowling up above the clouds.
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