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A Summer Tradition

July in Minnesota means hamburgers and
brats on the grill, swimming in the lake, late
night fireworks, mosquitoes, and in my
hometown it means Whiz Bang Daysl!

Every hometown in Minnesota has their
own festival with a carnival, parade and even
fireworks. My hometown’ s festival is called
Whiz Bang Days. Every year my family plans a
huge party following the parade on Sunday.
Friends, neighbors, family, coworkers, everyone
isinvited back to the house for dinner and fun.
My Dad brings out his four grills and cooks
three whole turkeys and 60 ears of corn. My
Mom whips up some potato salad. My Brother
makes chocolate mousse for dessert, and each of
the guests also brings a dish to share. The
house is quickly packed with people talking,
laughing and eating.

After dinner most of the adults and small
children return home or go to watch the
fireworks at the lake. The rest of us gather
around the kitchen table and play a very intense
game of UNO. Insults fly, everyone cheats, no
one under 13 is allowed to win, and above it all
laughter fills the house. Whiz Bang Days is for
me the perfect summer moment.

What summer traditions does your family
have?
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