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May Flowers

“Mom” “Ive decided. The
man who gives me Peonies for my birthday will

I said one day.

be the man I marry.”
“Get ready for a long wait,” She sighed rolling
her eves.

It may not seem like a strange or difficult
request, but you see my birthday is in winter.
Peonies just don 't bloom in the winter in
Minnesota. In fact they don 't usually bloom until
May, months after my birthday has passed.

My Mother needless to say thought I was
crazy. To me it was important. If a man could find
me peonies in the middle of winter it would mean
that he truly cared for me. So I waited, and I
waited. I kissed a couple of frogs, but still no
prince.

One day, when I wasn 't looking I met a man.
He made me laugh and one birthday, he gave me
peonies. Well, to tell the truth he gave me a book
about peonies. Later on another very special day
he gave me a beautiful red peony which blooms
every year. Sure enough, I married that man.

I have many reasons why I choose to come to
Japan. One of them is the flowers. Here the flower
nearest my heart blooms twice, in winter and in
spring. So, this month I will be going to
Daikonjima to enjoy as much of the spring peonies
as I can. Hopefully next winter I will see some for

my birthday too. What is your favorite flower?
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