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Hanami

Despite the fact that I come from a very
cold and snowy place in the United States, I
have never been a fan of winter. I love warm
weather and being outside: reading a book in
the sunshine at a park or the beach is my idea
of a great day. Thus, the arrival of spring is
something I have been looking forward to with
much excitement It is wonderful to welcome
back the sun, watch it sparkle off the roof tiles,
and hear the birds singing in the trees. Nature’
s color palette changes too, moving from the
browns and grays of the winter months, to the
fresh new greens and pinks of spring.

This brings me to my favorite part of
spring time in Japan: hanami. We don’ t have a
comparable tradition of flower viewing in
America, and I find the practice to be
indescribably lovely and refreshing.

In English there is a saying: ’ take time to
stop and smell the flowers” . This means that
it is important to slow down and appreciate
what is around vyou, like nature, or your
neighbors. Japanese hanami is the perfect
example of this. The chance to see the cherry
blossoms brings everyone together, and as we
sit underneath the trees, we can enjoy both the
beauty of the flowers and the pleasant company
of our family and friends. What a wonderful
tradition! So please, as spring turns Kotoura
into a pretty green and pink colored town, let’
s take some time to stop and smell the flowers.
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